
Otterburn Parish Council
Wednesday, 2 May, 2007

Between 7pm and 8.45pm at Otterburn memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present Apologies
Mr. John Hartshorne Chairman
Mrs. Val Corbett Vice-Chairman
Mr. Ron Holden
Mr. Archie Anderson Absent
Mr. Harry Scott
Mr. Clive Emerson

In attendance Copy to
Miss Emma Anderson Parish Clerk Cllr. Brian Corbett
Mrs. Sarah Robson Cllr John Riddle

1. Annual Village Inspection

The meeting began at 7pm with the Annual Village Inspection.  Councillors visited areas throughout 
the village and the following issues were noted and actions agreed:

1. Play Area
a. It was agreed to contact Moldshaugh Developments regarding their fence;
b. Repairs were required to the fence surrounding the play area;
c. There was a need to organise the emptying of the Frog Bin;
d. The dog bin would be best relocated outside the play area;
e. Milecastle Housing should be contacted about the garage roofs;

2. There was concern about Willowgreen residents dumping garden waste on the footpath which 
follows the Otter Burn from the village to Otterburn Hall. Residents to be contacted;

3. Brierley Gardens
a. Potholes in road;
b. Grass cutting issues at Milecastle Housing bungalows;

4. Concern was expressed about the asbestos roof on the old farm building in Dennis’ Lonnen;
5. Rubbish Bins

a. The bin at Rede House should be secured;
b. The club rubbish bin should be emptied;

6. Weed Control required in Brierley Gardens and at Mill Bend and Bridge End;
7. The safety barrier at the bus shelter is damaged and needs repair or renewal;
8. Seats reviewed at Policeman’s Corner, End of Brierley Gardens;
9. All seats in parish should be audited and replaced, repaired and/or painted;
10. The Joe Carroll Memorial Seat installation needs attention.  Keith Robson to be informed;
11. The coping stones on the wall at Otterburn Tower need to be replaced and tidied. John 

Goodfellow is to be asked to put this work in hand.

2. Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed 
by the Chairman.
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3. Matters arising

a) item 3a: Otterburn Hall: The Chairman reported that Tynedale Council were unable to help with 
regard to the lighting problem but that Northumberland National Park Authority were looking into 
the situation as part of their remit.  There were health and safety concerns about the danger from 
badly installed lighting and live wires sticking out of the ground.  There had been an advertisement 
in the Newcastle Journal on 27 April stating that the Hall was re-opening in the near future and 
seeking a general manager and kitchen, housekeeping, administration, grounds and maintenance 
staff.  Concern continued in the community about the withdrawal of access to the paths.  

b) item 3b: Bus shelter lighting and correspondence with OfGem: The Chairman reported that the metered 
charged should be about £5 per year.  A large service charge had been added to the account. 
Correspondence had been exchanged with OfGem, NPower, Energy Watch and CE Electric UK 
(NEDL).  The Chairman had calculated that the service charge should be about £50 per year, the 
amount that the electricity producer was charging NPower.  Correspondence was continuing.

c) item 3d(ii): Land opposite Carter Cottages: The Chairman had had an open and productive meeting with 
the owners of the new bungalow opposite Carter Cottages. A meeting is planned with the Tynedale 
Council Enforcement Officer, local district and county councillors and others.  A strip of land had 
been donated in the field adjacent to the Mill road for conversion to a footpath.  It was suggested 
that the path, when constructed on this land could be handed over to the County Council in the 
hope that they would maintain the path in the long term.  

d) item 3d(ii): Local Transport Plan: The path is not supported by Tynedale Council.  It was agreed to 
ask local district and county councillors to act of behalf of the Parish Council and progress this.

e) item 7c: Millennium Green: At a recent meeting of the Millennium Green trustees, two trustees had 
resigned and no new trustees had come forward.  As a result, the remaining trustees felt it would be 
beneficial to transfer the Green to the Parish Council as sole trustee.  Members expressed their 
determination to make this happen.

f) item 7d: Milecastle Housing: It was agreed to write to Milecastle Housing following the concerns 
expressed and seek clarification.  The Clerk was asked to prepare a draft.

4. Finance

a) Parish Clerk’s pay and expenses: The Parish Clerk’s claim for salary (£106.75) and expenses (£7.80) for 
the month of April 2007 was agreed.

b) Invoice received from Keith Robson re installation of commemorative seat: Following the Village Inspection, it 
was agreed that the Chairman ask Keith Robson to make the minor repairs to the installation 
before payment was made.  

c) Parish Audit: Completed audit forms were circulated.  The statement of accounts for 2006/07 
was brought to the attention of all the Parish Councillors and agreed.

From the surplus for the year it was suggested that money could be used towards the cost of the 
Mill road footpath and for buying a load of gravel to landscape the area behind the PC Joe Carroll 
memorial seat.  The Parish Council should also reconsider employing a handyman.
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5. Planning

a) Plot 91, Willowgreen: Four residents had submitted complaints about the proposed development. 
There was no response from Tynedale Council at the time of the meeting.

b) Views sought for proposed building work in National Park: The Parish Council had no objections to the 
proposed kitchen and porch extension to the existing dwelling and conversion of an existing barn 
to provide bed and breakfast accommodation at Tofts Farm, Troughend, Otterburn.

6.  New business

a) Community Action Spring Meeting, Thursday, 10 May, 2007: It was agreed that the Clerk attend this 
meeting.

b) Community Action First Standing Conference, Friday 18 May, 2007: It was agreed that no one from the 
Parish Council attend this meeting.

c) Glasdon Chairs: As there were sufficient funds in hand, it was agreed to buy some new seats for 
various locations in the village if required.

d) Tynedale Sports Council: It was agreed to pass on information received to Andrew Shone, the 
Chairman of the RTC Sports Centre.

7. Any other business

a) Reorganisation of Councils in Northumberland: Correspondence had been received.  It was agreed to 
support the urban-rural option establishing two districts in Northumberland, one urban covering 
the existing Blyth Valley and Wansbeck districts and the other rural, covering the rest of 
Northumberland.

8. Date, time and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held at 7pm on Wednesday, 6 June, 2007 at Otterburn 
Memorial Hall.

*   *   *   *   *

At the conclusion of business, the Chairman thanked retiring councillor Mr. Archie Anderson for his 
service to the Parish Council over the last thirty years and presented him with a bottle of whisky and a 
card expressing the best wishes of all members of the Council.
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